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What is Model Builder?
A diagramming tool used to string ArcToolbox 

tools together to automate a process.

Models can be used directly from the ArcToolbox,  
included inside other models, or called with 
ArcObjects scripts.

Hint: Use your free time to look through the 
ArcToolbox listings. Some tools can only be 
used inside a Model!



What is Model Builder?



Basic Steps
• Create an outline of the process

• Verify the process manually

• Select the tools necessary to perform the required steps

• Create a new Model (Name it)

• Add the tools to the Model Builder

• Link the tools as necessary

• Troubleshoot and correct the model

• Marvel at the results



Create an Outline
It is very important to write out the analysis process 

because the menu tools may be different than 
the ArcToolbox tools. The transition from the 
manual process to the Model will go much 
smoother.

Example: The Public Library has a Bookmobile 
that they take around to apartment complexes 
once a month. They want to notify existing 
patrons of when the Bookmobile will be at their 
complex, along with patrons who live within a ¼ 
mile distance of the complex.



Create an Outline
• Data Necessary:

− Location of Patrons
− Location of Apartment Complexes

• Outline of Process
− Select Apartment Complex where Bookmobile will 

be stopping
− Buffer it ¼ Mile (1320 feet)
− Select Patrons who fall inside the buffer
− Create a table with the mailing addresses



Verify the Process
Start ArcMap, add the required datasets, and make 

sure the process steps are correct.



Questions 
& Comments
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